Interview with my Brother

My brother Eddie is 2 ½ years younger than I am.  We have many wonderful memories of our childhood.  Although we lived in a small town, we spent much of our time canoeing on the East Fork of the Little Miami River, a stream behind our house.  We had the canoe on the creek for three years before we moved to a new home.  Eddie would have been age 8, 9 and 10 during that time.  The canoe was a 15-foot aluminum Grumman and the joy of our lives.  Most of the “rules” we remember concern that canoe.

Eddie remembers not being allowed to go swimming in the creek, although he admits to trying it a couple of times – once with our father.  I was never interested in swimming in it anyway, so it didn’t matter to me.  Eddie said the reason he was given was that an open sewer ran into the creek just upstream.  Now that he thinks about it, it makes perfectly good sense, and it’s a miracle all the kids that swam regularly didn’t get Typhoid.  He thinks that Daddy thought the sewer was ground water, and when he realized it wasn’t, that was the last time for that.

Another rule also concerned the canoe.  We were only allowed to paddle from the riffles just upstream from our house to the bridge, a short distance.  We were allowed to go a little further downstream only if Daddy was at home.  This rule still seems silly because what exactly could our dad have done if there was an accident downstream.  I admit to traveling further downstream on more that one occasion, but I was a fairly good swimmer.  What is interesting is that there was never a rule about wearing life jackets.  It just wasn’t done in late 50s.

Bike riding was another area for rules.  We weren’t allowed to ride our bikes in the street, even though that was perfectly legal, and most of the other kids did.  We were supposed to terrorize the neighbors by riding on the sidewalk.  I’ll will bet they were glad we were in the canoe most of the time!

All of this led to a love of the outdoors.  Eddie became a Boy Scout leader, and I volunteer as an environmental educator.
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