The Hiding Place 

By Corrie Ten Boom

Every time I read a book about the Holocaust, I find myself astonished with the strength of people’s spirit, faith, and strength. I also, however, am dumbfounded that another human being could treat another in such a cruel and evil manor. Many Jews, and other prisoners, display unwavering reliance in God and might. All the while, Nazi guards are trying to beat their spirits, literally. The threat these people experienced every day is unimaginable, but many people never turned away from the God they knew and loved. Like Job, they never cursed their Father in heaven.

Corrie ten Boom was no exception. She displayed her true worth as a Christian when God tested her. Corrie provided a place of protection in her own home for several Jewish families with the knowledge that her own life would be at risk. Corrie bore the burden God had placed upon her and acknowledged the plan God had for her. When the Jews hiding in the Ten Boom household were discovered, Corrie and her sister were sent to a concentration camp. Even then Corrie had the strength to stick to Gods side. She even carried a forbidden bible, hidden under her shirt. On the back of the book, you read, 
“Corrie the Boom stood naked with her older sister, Betsie, watching a 
concentration cam matron beating a prisoner, ‘Oh the poor woman,’ Corrie 
cried. ‘Yes. May God forgive her,’ Betsie replied. And, once again, Corrie 
realized that it was for the soulds of the brutal Nazi guards that her sister prayed.”

Now that is faith! Even when the brutality of the guards was right in front of her, even when Corrie’s sister could have so easily hardened her heart to the world, she prayed for God to have mercy on a guard for beating another woman. Corrie and her sister found her will and hope for survival through God, even though many would have turned away. Job 36:15 says, “But those who suffer he delivers in their suffering; he speaks to them in their affliction.” In the end, God delivers Corrie from the concentration camp. He protected her through events unimaginable to those who have not witnessed it. Corrie is a true Christian through and through. When the Holocaust finally ended, prisoners were freed and guards were trapped. Like Job 36:11-12 says, “If they obey and serve him, they will spend the rest of their days in prosperity and their years in contentment. But if they do not listen, they will perish by the sword and die without knowledge.”


The trials and horrors Corrie and her family faced I could never imagine, nor do I want to imagine. Her faith was so strong. It’s difficult to look at our own faith and say that we would do the same thing in her position, but, as Christians, we need to be able to do what Corrie did. We need to be able to put ourselves in harms way to stand up and say, this is wrong. We need to have faith that God will care for us no matter what happens and be able to do what we know is right, depending solely on God. It is His plan, and that is all that matters.

