Amazing Bible Race

Leg 3, Week 8, Day 2

WISDOM


What is wisdom?  Webster says the following: 1. the quality of being wise; good judgment; 2. learning; knowledge.  Other definitions are: accumulated knowledge or erudition or enlightenment, the trait of utilizing knowledge and experience with common sense and insight, the ability to apply knowledge or experience or understanding or common sense and insight and the quality of being prudent and sensible.  In the Book of Proverbs “wisdom” has a female personification.  I have asked three adults of various ages, what them can retrieve from the memory backs of their youth dealing with rules they had to follow and how they felt about those rules then and how they feel about them now.

My very good friend of many years David said one rule he clearly remembers was his Mother telling him that he could not go swimming in the creek.  Well, of course this seemed ridiculous to a young boy, after all, “all the other kids were.”  Secondly, he remembers having to do his homework immediately upon coming home from school.  Naturally, he did not see much sense here either, since it was so tempting to meet your friends and go play after school before the sun went down.  Now, however, he understands the dangers of swimming in the creek and the importance of completing your homework as soon as possible after school.  All making his Mother’s rules, from the adult perspective, sound and very reasonable and logical.

My daughter Kim said that one of the things that upset her the most was being told that she had to wait to do things.  Her Mother (meaning Me) always said there was a time and an age appropriate for her to do certain things, and if she did everything when she was 11, 12 and 13, there would be nothing fun and exciting left for her to experience when she was 15, 16 and 17.  Also, another big issue was the telephone.  The house rules were calls, and that meant all calls, were limited to 15 minutes.  To enforce this rule Mom (me) would pick up the extension and say, “O. K., time is up.”   Also, absolutely no calls were accepted after 9:00 p.m.  Now that she is grown the logic behind these rules is clear to her and she finds very little wrong with them, especially since she now has a twelve-year-old daughter!  Texting is far, far more difficult to monitor then the simple extension phone. 

My minister Kimberly remembered that her Mom would not let her, or her brother, have any of the breakfast cereals with any sign of sugar.  Look at the grocery store shelves now and just try to find a cereal without sugar. Cheerios, Rice Krispies and possibly Shredded Wheat were about their only choices.  Sometimes, as a special treat, they would be allowed some honey.  Oh, how she wanted a box of Captain Crunch!!!!  Another rule of their Mother’s was no cartoons; she would much rather they be playing outside instead of sitting in front of the television!  However, on Saturday mornings they were allowed one show (their Mom thinking that all the cartoon shows were only one-half hour long).  Now, since they were only allowed one show they picked the Smurfs, because the Smurfs were an hour long!  Of course, now she realizes that the healthy diet and being active as young people surely must have been good for them and also probably helped them to develop good healthy habits as they became adults.

Now, think about wisdom for a minute.  Besides all the realization of the wisdom behind these various rules that has come with growth, maturity and years in these individuals, have you noticed that in each of these cases the “rule giver” was a woman!  Ahh – Wisdom!!!
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