Winnowing

Winnowing is an agricultural method for separating the grain from the chaff.  It involves throwing the mixture into the air.  Then the wind blows away the lighter chaff and the heavier grains fall back down for recovery.

Sometimes a winnowing fan can be used.  This is a shaped basket shaken to

raise the chaff.  Another method is to use a winnowing fork or shovel on the harvested grain.

Matthew 3:12 says “His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
In the United States, the development of the winnowing barn allowed South Carolina rice plantations to greatly increase their yields.

The ancient Chinese developed a rotary winnowing fan, which used a cranked fan to produce the airstream.  In Europe, winnowing machines used a “sail fan” in the 1700’s. 
According to Greek mythology, Dionysus was wakened by the Thyiades (or women) in a cave on Parnassus above Delphi.  Dionysus is sometimes depicted carrying a winnowing fan, and is known as the “Greek god of the vine.”  Mortal Greek babies sometimes were laid in winnowing fans.
Today, mechanical combines do the job of winnowing.
Other Biblical references about winnowing include Jeremiah 4:11; Isaiah 30:24; Psalm 35:5; Job 21:18; and Isaiah 17:13.
The Torah Racers interviewed Pat McDonald on Friday, April 18th and saw modern-day farm equipment used for harvesting grain.
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