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The Hiding Place

By Corrie ten  Boom

The Hiding Place is the biography of Corrie ten Boom, a Christian living in Holland during World War II.  She lived through the Nazi occupation of Holland and helped to form the Dutch resistance in her home, the Beje, in Haarlem.  She and her family, devout Christians, were instrumental in housing and smuggling Jews into the countryside from their small watch shop and home where the secret room known as the Hiding Place was located.

Corrie became involved in supplying the Jews with false papers and ration cards, acts which let to the raid that put her into a Nazi controlled prison along with her father and sister Betsie.  Her father died in the prison, and she and Betsie were sent to Ravensbruck concentration camp in Germany.  They were subjected to the most inhumane treatment imaginable.  Although there was no reference to Job’s suffering in the book, the comparison in certainly valid.  Betsie’s main concern during the imprisonment was not her own suffering, but the salvation of those around her.  She and Corrie read the Bible and conducted services at every opportunity.  As Betsie’s health continued to fail, Corrie attempted to shield her in every way she could, but Betsie died in Ravensbruck,

Shortly thereafter Corrie was released and returned home.  She spent days prowling the canal banks and alleys for her beloved cat Maher Shalal Hashbaz, but he was not to be found.

Corrie worked to keep Betsie’s dream alive “of a home here in Holland where those who were hurt could live again unafraid.”  A mansion in Bloemendaal opened to house those in need of healing from the hate of the war.

Following World War II Corrie ten Boom traveled all over the world delivering the message that  “God’s love can overcome, heal, and restore."  She passed away in l981 at the age of ninety-one.

