Interview with T.J.

The Torah Racers interviewed T.J. on Thursday, July 17.  T.J. is a former police officer who has worked for 20 years doing patrol, detective work, observation, undercover police work, and D.A.R.E. instruction.  He also transported bodies to the morgue for the coroner’s office.
Q. What was the most difficult part of your training to become a police officer?

A. The six months I spent in the academy.

Q. Did your family support your decision to become a police officer?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you like doing the D.A.R.E program in the schools?  What was your favorite part?
A. Yes.  I liked interacting with the students in the fourth and fifth grades,        

recess time, and going on field trips with some classes.

Q. How did you approach difficult situations?

A. I would take myself out of the environment, try to block it out, and just 

do my job.

     Q.  Did you ever have any emotional aftereffects during or after your job?
A. Once I was called to pick up a deceased baby about five months old who had died of S.I.D.S.  I was to transport her to the morgue.  I couldn’t bear to lay the baby in the back seat of the car by herself, so I fastened her in the seatbelt in the front seat with me.
I also attended a funeral on one occasion.
