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 DAVID SLAYS GOLIATH THE PHILISTINE – ISRAEL SUCCEEDS
by 44 the Cause & Where’s Waldo

June 1, 0523 BC

   This was a battle you wouldn’t have wanted to miss! In Judah at the Valley of Elah, David, a mere boy, a sheep tender, son of the Ephrathite Jesse of Bethlehem, slays Philistine Goliath, champion of Gath, with just a pebble and sling.

   The nine-foot plus giant, Goliath, armored with a bronze helmet, a coat of bronze weighing five thousand shekels, bronze greaves on his legs, and a bronze javelin, pressed on toward David with his shield bearer in front of him.  The iron point of Goliath’s spear was equivalent in weight to six hundred shekels. 

   King Saul dressed David for battle with his own tunic, a coat or armor, a bronze helmet, and a sword, but David refused the armor because it was too cumbersome.  David, armed with his sling and staff, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in his shepherd’s bag and approached the uncircumcised Philistine, ready for battle.

   Goliath, obviously angered by the size of David, despised him from the start.  Goliath bellowed to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” and he cursed David by his gods.  “Come here,” he said,  “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”  1 Samuel 17:43-44.

   David said “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have   
The young Israelite boy, David, son the Ephrathite Jesse from Bethlehem slays the Philistine warrior Goliath.
defied.  This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head.  Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel.  All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give all of you into our hands.”  1 Samuel 17:45-47

   David ran quickly toward Goliath, took a stone from his bag and sank it into Goliath’s forehead.  Goliath fell facedown on the ground.  David stood over him, took hold of Goliath’s sword and cut off his head.

  The Philistines can’t fix this one.  It’s over!  The Philistine people turned and ran as the Israelites let out a shout and pursued the Philistines to the entrance of Gath and Ekron.  Many Philistines died in the chase.  Their bodies were lined along the Saaraim road.  When the Israelites returned, they plundered the Philistine camp. 

   The Israelites will be talking about this battle for years to come! Their shouts of victory could be heard for miles and miles. Truly the hand of the LORD was with the Israelites.  
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