John Bunyan
John Bunyan was born in 1628 in a small town in southern England. He was the son of a tinker, someone who fixed pots and pans, sharpened knives and did other small metal work.  This became Johns’ work also, but he also started preaching.

England was run by Kings.  King Charles II made the Official Church of England controlled most religious life and supported the King.  The Ruler prior to King Charles II was Oliver Cromwell, he encouraged the independent churches – like the Puritan, Baptist, Presbyterian and Quaker.  When King Charles II was in power only the Official Church of England could Preach all others would be thrown in jail if they preached.

John Bunyan was preaching to a congregation and he was told that the police officers had to arrest him.  The officers liked John so they gave him an hour to get away but John Bunyan would not go he felt he was called to preach the gospel and what would that be showing these followers if he ran, so he stayed and preached and the officers arrested him during the service.  The people were alarmed but Bunyan said “Don’t worry folks.  Thank God that we were not arrested for doing something wrong. Instead, we suffer as Christians for doing what is right.  It is better to suffer than to make others suffer.”
While in prison he could not tinker with his hands like we was used to doing.  A friend encouraged him to make shoelaces and his friend would help to sell them to support the family.  John also preached to the inmates and to people on the street through the barred prison windows.  He started writing sermons and books.  He would go on to write “Pilgrim’s Progress”  about a young pilgrim on a journey,  traveling through dangerous country fighting dragons, fleeing giants and escaping swamps.  Along the way, the pilgrim met faithful companions and cowardly fakers, but he kept safe from harm whenever he put on the armor of God.  The exciting journey ends when Pilgrim at last arrives in the heavenly city.  John spent 12 years in prison.  He was released from prison in 1672 and returned to his life as a pastor.

He died in London in 1688 from pneumonia which he apparently caught after riding through a chilling rainstorm to help settle an argument between a father and son. 
